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SUBJ: THREAT EROM SYRIA 

1. DURING MY CONVERSATION TODAY WITH EORMIN ALLON (SEE SEPTEL 
TOMORROW), I REEERRED TO THE SPATE OE "WAR TALK" IN ISRAEL 
DURING THE PAST WEEKS AND ASKED HIM EOR HIS VIEWS PARTICULARLY 
ON POSSIBILITY SYRIA MIGHT INITIATE HOSTILITIES IN COMING 
MONTHS. 

2. ALLON REPLIED THAT HE HAD NEVER SHARED THE VIEWS OF THOSE 
WHO THOUGHT SYRIA MIGHT GO TO WAR IN NEAR EUTURE. HE BELIEVED, 
HOWEVER, THAT THIS WAS A SERIOUS PROBLEM WHICH HAD TO BE WATCHED 
CLOSELY AND TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION AS WE PROCEEDED WITH NEXT 
STEPS IN MID EAST SETTLEMENT PROCESS. HE SAID VISIT OF SYRIAN 
FORMIN KHADDAM TO WASHINGTON WAS, ON BALANCE, A GOOD 

SIGN SINCE THIS SHOULD ENGAGE SYRIA IN PROCESS AT HIGH LEVEL 
AND HELP ENSURE SYRIA WOULD PARTICIPATE IN RECONVENED GENEVA 
CONEERENCE. ALLON ALSO SAID HE WAS SURE SECRETARY WOULD BE 
ABLE TO CONVINCE KHADDAM OE NECESSITY OE RENEWAL OE UNDOE (WHICH 
HE EMPHASIZED WAS A MUST EOR ISRAEL). ALLON ALSO NOTED THAT 
ISRAELI ENGAGEMENT IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH EGYPT AND JORDAN WOULD 
"MAKE IT HARDER" EOR THOSE SYRIANS WHO MIGHT WANT WAR TO 
PREVAIL IN DAMASCUS. 
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3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH ALLON WAS NOT AS EXTREME AS OTHERS 
(E.G., DEEMIN PERES) RE WARNING OE SYRIAN THREAT, HE HAS CERTAINLY 
PLAYED ON THIS THEME HERE, AT LEAST ON A SELECTIVE BASIS. A GOOD 
EXAMPLE WAS HIS DISCUSSION IN MID-JULY WITH SECRETARY SIMON. 

IN ANY EVENT, HIS REMARKS TODAY WERE QUITE MODERATE AND 
REASONABLE. IN CONTEXT OE DISCUSSION, IT SEEMS CLEAR HIS VIEWS 
ON THIS SUBJECT WERE INELUENCED BY HIS VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 
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